PROF. WALLEY ON TORSION OF THE CERVIX OF A COW.
[JUNE on the 8th of March. She travelled to Leith and shortly after her arrival lay down, never after rising.
My attention was directed to her on the 13th of March. I was informed that since purchase she had eaten very sparingly?had, in fact, been supported mainly on gruel.
On external manipulation I discovered that the uterus contained a very large foetus, and suspecting that this had something to do with the paralysis, I made a vaginal exploration, which resulted in the detection of torsion of the cervix uteri. I was only able to pass two fingers and that in a half spiral manner from left to right. Rectal exploration confirmed the diagnosis, and also revealed the further fact that great thickening of the cervix had taken place. As my patient was in a very exhausted condition, and as I had not sufficient assistance, I determined to delay operative interference for several hours, supporting her in the meantime with stimulants and gruel.
Deciding upon attempting reduction of the twist by version, or, failing this, by making an incision through the abdominal walls and introducing my hand into the abdomen, I proceeded, in the evening, with the aid of several students, to carry but my intention.
The animal was turned twice completely over, from left to right (in the same direction as the twist), with the effect of nearly reducing it; but, on proceeding to turn a third time, I discovered she was dying, death taking place in a few minutes afterwards. After death I had the body turned once more when I found that the torsion was completely reduced, but that the os and cervix were thoroughly occluded by new material deposited in their structures.
Autopsy.? Unfortunately, I could not be present when the carcase was dressed, consequently I only saw the uterus and its contents after removal from the body, and was thus prevented from making any investigation as to the condition of the ligaments. The uterus contained a large, fully-developed foetus, with placenta and uterine fluids ; its coats were extensively thickened throughout, its bloodvessels engorged with coagulated blood, and its lymphatics with lymph: the seat of the torsion was indelibly marked by the blanched, compressed, and twisted condition of the structures of the involved parts.
The cervix, anteriorly to the torsion, was thickened to the extent of several inches all round, the vaginal coats normal, and its large vessels empty; the large vessels of the uterus (arteries and veins) contained immense, firm thrombi.
There had been no interference with the rectum, such as is usually seen in these cases, from involvement of the recto-uterine folds.
The cause of the lesion or the length of time which it had been in existence I had no means of determining; but from the thickened and indurated condition of the cervix uteri I am of opinion that it must have been in existence for several weeks.
Had the animal been strong, and the os and cervix uteri normal, I entertain no doubts as to the success of operative interference.
